
St. John’s 
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Thursday, April 2, 2026 
Seven O’clock in the Evening 

THURSDAY BEFORE EASTER, COMMONLY CALLED 
MAUNDY THURSDAY 

The Order for Holy Communion 
with Sacramental Procession and Stripping of the Altar 

• Good evening, and welcome to St. John’s for our annual Maundy Thursday service. 
• Worship at St. John’s is according to the 1928 Book of Common Prayer and The Hymnal, 1940.  

Be sure to ask a neighbor for help if you have any questions about where we are during the service.  
Large print editions of the Order of Service are available from an usher upon request. 

• The X symbol indicates a point in the liturgy where making the sign of the cross is appropriate. 
• Please turn all cell phones, pagers, and wireless communication devices off or to “vibrate.” 
• The Garden Watch: The chapel will be available after the liturgy as our “Garden of Gethsemane”, 

where you may go to “watch and pray” in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament.  There will be 
directed meditation forms available at the rear of the chapel for those who would like them, or you 
may just sit quietly in His presence.  This will be available until 10:00 PM tonight, and again 
tomorrow morning after 9:00 AM until the beginning of the Good Friday Liturgy at noon. 

 
Hymnal  Prayer Book 
 203 The Opening Hymn: My God, thy table now is spread – TUNE: Rockingham 

 
The Collect for Purity (the People all kneeling) p. 67 
 
The Summary of the Law p. 69 

  The Kyrie eleison p. 70 
 
The Collect of the Day p. 152 
 
The Epistle: 1 Corinthians xi. 23. p. 152 
 

¶ After the reading of the Epistle, the People shall stand for the reading of 

The Psalm: 116:12–16. Calicem salutaris. p. 487 



 
Hymnal  Prayer Book 

The Gospel: St. John xiii. 1. p. 155–6 
 
The Nicene Creed p. 71 
 

 206 The Sermon Hymn: This is the hour of banquet and of song – TUNE: Canticum refectionis 
The Sermon – The Rev. Fr. Steven J. Kelly, SSC, Rector 
 
The Washing of Feet 

Members of the congregation are invited to remove a shoe and sock/hosiery, and 
come forward to have that foot washed by the Rector. 

 
The Offertory Sentences p. 72–3 
 
The Prayer for the Church p. 74  
The Invitation to Confession p. 75 
The Confession and Absolution p. 75–6 
 
The Comfortable Words p. 76 

  The Sursum corda p. 76 
  The Sanctus p. 77
  The Benedictus qui venit 

 X Blessèd is he that cometh in the Name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the Highest. 
The Prayer of Consecration p. 80–1 
The Lord’s Prayer p. 82 
The Prayer of Humble Access (said by the Congregation with the Minister) p. 82 
 

  The Agnus Dei 
 O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world.  Have mercy upon us. 
 O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world.  Have mercy upon us. 
 O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world.  Grant us thy peace.  
The Invitation: XBehold the Lamb of God; behold him that takest away the sins of the world. 
     Response: Lord, I am not worthy that thou shouldest come under my roof: but speak the 

word only, and my soul shall be healed.  
The Administration of Holy Communion p. 82–3 
The Prayer of Thanksgiving: (said by the Congregation with the Minister) p. 83 
 
¶ At this point the Sacrament is moved in procession to the chapel in preparation for the Garden Watch, during 

which the People shall kneel for the entirety of 

199–200 The Sacramental Procession: Now, my tongue, the mystery telling – TUNE: Pange lingua 
 
¶ Then shall the People remain kneeling for the recitation, by all together, of the Psalm following during 

The Stripping of the Altar: Psalm 22. Deus, Deus meus. p. 366–8 

X 

 
 

What we are doing tonight? – Maundy Thursday 
From the introductory notes of the Anglican Service Book 

 
This day receives its name from the mandatum or “new commandment” given by our Lord.  At the Last Supper, Jesus 

washed his disciples’ feet and commanded them to love and serve one another as he had done.  This service begins with a 
festal character: white vestments are worn.  This service has been called a ‘burst of sunshine in the gathering gloom.’  We at 
once remember the joy of the institution of the Eucharist, the love and servitude which Jesus lived and taught, and yet we also 
remember the agony in the garden of Gethsemane and the betrayal leading to the crucifixion.  The bread and wine of the 
Passover Meal of the Last Supper are given new meaning by the Body broken and Blood poured out on the cross. 

Sufficient bread and wine will be consecrated on this day for the Mass of the Pre-sanctified on Good Friday (a portion of 
the ancient liturgy for Good Friday that we will be doing tomorrow).  The Sacrament will be taken to the chapel at the end of 
the service, and when the ministers return, the altar will be stripped while the congregation recites Psalm 22 – a stark reminder 
of the abandonment of Jesus by the disciples after his arrest. 

 
 

The Garden Watch 
The chapel will be available after the liturgy as our “Garden of Gethsemane”, where you may go to “watch and pray” in the 

presence of the Blessed Sacrament.  There will be directed meditation forms available at the rear of the chapel for those who 
would like them, or you may just sit quietly in His presence.  This will be available until 10:00 PM tonight, and again 
tomorrow morning after 9:00 AM until the beginning of the Good Friday Liturgy at noon. 
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